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IN THE CLAIMS: 



1. (Canceled) 

2. (Currently Amended): A. method for processing a parameter Tor an item a*4fl-claim-b 
\vherwnsai4^pplym*said^aiGulato^ 

pro cessin g system, said m eihj^cpnTjTijsjng: 
pj^ingjlpluml^ 

items; 

associating [[a]] one or more calculation ruto ryjes from the phmality_gf 
calculation rules with said a calculation code and uangjvhfiESn ™& thc one or mft £S 
calculation rule rules ar c used to produce s*kl an, amount for a parameter ; 

s issodn; ri 1 1 » g th c c a 1 cul at i oiieode v^than j tg m ; 

n*ponsjvojojm^ 

pnc,or mjjtsA»]iatisaTHlfi5ia In duce an amoun t for thc pjiramotexMthgJlsn^aod 
providi ng the amount t o an ou jpnldcvi.se. 

3. (Currently Amended): A method for processing a parameter for an item as in claim 2, 
wherein said the calculation rule may be modified and fle^of«teautiofr«H«ngsHaV(l>) 
imeKfl) iivU;Ujng.appJjcatipnj>fJ^ thc same - 

4. (Original): A method Tor processing a parameter for an item as in claim 2, wherein 
said output device is one of (a) a printer, (b) a display device, (c) a storage medium, (d) a 
database and (e) a connection device. 

5. (Currently Amended): A method for processing a parameter for an item as in claim 2, 
wherein said the item is one of a plurality of item?, ami the calculation code is one of a 
plurality of calculation codes associated with saiti the item and sai4 the one o rjnore 
calculation rule is-on*of ruleA^eJ.ectcjLfrom * plurality of calculation rules associated 
with srnd the calculation code. 
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6. (Original): A method for processing a parameter for an item as in claim 2, wherein 
said associating said calculation code further comp.iscs selectively associating said 



calculation code with said item. 




7. (Currently Amended): A method forproccssing a parameter for an item as in claim 6, 
Wherein said-mitinlty the associating *aid th^c..orjv]orc calculation rule rules further 
comprises selectively associating said ihcjmc.qrniorc calculation aale rules with said the 
calculation code. 

8. (Currently Amended): A method for processing a parameter for an item as in claim 7, 
wherein said the using said the one or more calculation rule rubs, further comprises 
selectively using said the one or mom calculation rule rules to produce said the amount. 

9. (Canceled) 

10. (Currently Amended): An electronic order processing system eMfi-olakn-9 fo r use in 
an.m^crmgjyste^^ 

cjj^ronjejord^ 

a computer re ceivin g the tra nsjictjojircjiuK 4l iJBi* 

a program execute d on the cjffinjrtgr^pftag^^ request and 

processing a pa ramet er for the .itcmJhc_rm>ci:m^>PJMr^: 

a pjjjralily. flEcal d ilation rules fo r c pMMuiS^oillltaia E param glSE&of 

item s; 

ajiassodati™™^ 

&sa lgiu^UflllJ2lo.dulefor applying ihecajculation code to the itemjg. 
pro.dui^u.nmoyntjta wherein said the calculation 

module initially associates [[a] J onopr more calculation n»to rules with s-aid- the 
calculation code and,.r^jmsiyxloJ^ 

Ihy.itcnL uses Sflid the one or more calculation rule rules to produce swJ the 
jimouiU InrLhejmramctcjlioj^ 

m^ppjiciujoajiiojhilcjp^ 
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1 1 . (Currently Amended): An electronic order processing system as in claim 10, wherein 
said the calculation rule may he modified and flow of-ex-eeulion-amongst-{ft)7-(b>-!wd-(c) 
injiiajini^app!.!^ remains the same. 

12. (Original): An electronic order processing system as in claim 10, wherein said output 
device is one of (a) a printer, (b) a display device, (c) a storage medium, (d) a database 
and (e) a connection device. 

13. (Currently Amended): An electronic order processing system as in claim 10, wherein 
Mid the item is one of a plurality of items, said the calculation code is one of a plurality 
of calculation codes associated with said the item jmd said the one orjnore calculation 
rule-ifrene of rules ar c selecte d from a plurality of calculation rules associated with said 
the calculation code. 

14. (Currently Amended): An electronic order processing system as in claim 10, wherein 
said -firsb association module selectively associates said calculation code with said item. 

1 5. (Currently Amended): An electronic order processing system as in claim 14, wherein 
said the calculation module selectively associates -said the one or more calculation rule 
mica with srvid the calculation code. 

16. (Currently Amended): An electronic order processing system as in claim 15, wherein 
said the calculation module selectively uses s*h4 the one or more calculation nde rules to 
produce said the amount. 

17-25. (Canceled) 

26. (Currently Amended): A computer program product, in a com piitej^gadabje 
medium, embodying a method for processing a parameter for an item as4n-ehum-2£, the 
method comprising (he step s Q.fl 
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1T?2 ^o ^pjnrnliiy of pec ulation rules fo r calculatrnKMIQlOniiMP-^^J^ir 

items; 

wherwin said-«pp1yins*ald cttkulation-cedc comfrfises-iwiially associating [[a]] 
one or more calculation ntle mlff^JismJlaiUtelUy of calculation rules with sa+d a 
calculation code and usteg,_whcrcin said the on e or more calculation rule rules arc used to 
produce said an amount for a p ara meter; 

iissqc iatina; the calcul ation cod c with an . \\s} m 
rcjiEons i vcjojnj.lialin^ Isul&JiojLcjasleto^ 
one or more ca lculatio n nilos to produce an amou nt JMtfi jjajamcte^^ 
providing t he nmo u pt to an output device. 

27. (Currently Amended): A computer program embodying a method for processing a 
parameter for an item as in claim 26, wherein s-aki the calculation rule may be modified 
and flow-ofexe6ulion-flfnongsK«)r(l»)-a««Ko) Lniti;UiiigjippJic^tion ofJl^^lculatiori 
code to t he ite m remains the same. 

28. (Original): A computer program embodying a method for processing a parameter for 
tin item as in claim 26, wherein said output device is one of (a) a printer, (b) a display 
device, (c) a storage medium, (d) a database and (u) a connection device. 

29. (Original): A computer program embodying u method for processing a parameter for 
an item as in claim 26, wherein said die item is one of a plurality of items, said the 
calculation code is one of a plurality of calculation codes associated with sai-d the item 
and raid the one or mor e calculation rule4s^ft&o( ndgjjarc selected from a plurality of 
calculation rules associated with said the calculation code. 

30. (Original): A computer program embodying a method for processing a parameter for 
•an item as in claim 26, wherein said associating f.nid calculation code further comprises 
selectively associating said calculation code with said item. 
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3 1 . (Currently Amended): A computer program embodying a method for processing a 
parameter for an item as in claim 30, wherein saicHmliaUy the associating said the_pncor 
mom calculation rule rules further comprises selectively associaling said the QDfi<«l?12Ee 
calculation rule rules with said the calculation code. 

32. (Currently Amended): A computer program embodying a method for processing a 
parameter for an item as in claim 3 1 , wherein said the using said t he one or more 
calculation rule rules further comprises selectively using said the one or more calculation 
rule r ules to produce said the amount. 

33. (Canceled) 

34. (Currently Amended): An electronic order processing system as4n c4a4w-33,-wh«ein 
eaid-applymg • said-e^lculatioficode-eompiises-initially compjismfi-. 

a com pulcr^rcad able inf o rmation storage medium; 

a pr ocedure encoded on said s torage m edii tm fpjjar^cssmgJLRamnietcr for an 
jt^OI^iApi^diire com prisi na: 

provid |os_aj.>l4aisiIii^jp^£aka!l^i^ mlcs. for calculating amounts for 
parameter s of ite ms; 

associating [[a]] one or more calculation rufe rulqsJmmJh. S plural ity_pf 
calcul ation rules with said a calculation code aiid-wang,, wherein said the oneor 
more calculation rite rule s a re use d to produce said aa amount ftoj^xajm^tcr; 

associ atirj^JjjC_ca.kulaiip n code w (t han it em; 

responMyAtoiiM^ 
nsitui t he one nr more ca lcul ation rules to gnidjiccjuLHmo^^ 
fbrjhc itcrn; and 

prov iding the amount t o an out put device. 

35. (Currently Amended): An electronic order processing system as in claim 34. wherein 
paid the calculation rule may be modi Red and flow-of-e-x-ecuUeH-amongsHa),- (b>rwd <o) 
jniliajijU^imPJ^ remains the same. 
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36. (Original): An electronic order processing system as in claim 34, wherein said output 
device is one of (a) a printer, (b) a display device, <c) a storage medium, (d) a database 
aiul (c) a connection device. 

37. (Currently Amended): An electronic order processing system as in claim 34, wherein 
said the item is one of a plurality o f items, said the calculation code is one of a plurality 
of calculation codes associated with saM the item and saM the one or more calculation 
rulu is-ofieorrtilcs arc sel ected fro m a plurality of calculation rules associated with said 
the calculation code. 

38. (Original): An electronic order processing system as in claim 34, wherein said 
d associating said calculation code further comprises selectively associating said 

calculation code with said item. 

39. (Currently Amended): An electronic order processing system as in claim 38, wherein 
sow-initially the associating said the one or more calculation rate rules, further comprises 
selectively associaling said the one o r more calculntion mk> rides with said the 
calculation code. 

40. (Currently Amended): An electronic order processing system as in claim 39, wherein 
said the using said the o ne or m ore calculation ndo rules further comprises selectively 
using said llieoij c or mor e calculation fute rules "> produce sa-ki the amount. 

41 . (Currently Amended): An electronic order processing system for processing a 
parameter for an item in a distributed network having a first computer and a second 
computer, said syslem comprising: 

a computer-readable modulated carrier signal; 

a first iniliation code embedded in said signal sent from said first computer to said 
second computer, said first iniliation code to initiate a first module for associating a 
calculation code with said item; 
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a second initiation code embedded in said signal sent from said first computer lo 
said second computer, said second initiation code to initiate a second module for applying 
suid calculation code to said item to produce an mnounly pfircin said second module 
rurjhcrommr^^ 
codcirnArcspoiLsiycJoJint 

pncjiLaVQiJL!^ciiJi!lion riibstp, produc e the am ount; and 

a third initiation code embedded in said signal sent from said first computer to 
said second computer, said third initiation code to initiate a third module for providing 
said amount to an output device. 

42. (Canceled) 

43. (Currently Amended): An electronic order processing system as in claim [[40]] 41_, 
wherein said second computer receives said signals and each operation within each of 
said first module, said second module and said third module maybe modified and How of 
execution amongst said first module, said second module remains the same 

44. (Original): An electronic order processing system as in claim 41, wherein said 
second computer receives said signals and each operation within each of said first 
module, said second module and said third modulo may be modi Tied and How of 
execution amongst said fust module, said second module remains the same. 
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